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MODULE DESCRIPTION

	1.
	Class Title
	International Environmental Policy 

	
	· credit value
	12

	
	· standard / level
	Masters (Diploma stage of Masters Programme by Open Learning)

	
	· core / optional
	optional for Environmental Economics pathway

	
	· semester
	semester 2 (except when taken by Open Learning)

	
	· pre-requisites
	31944 Macroeconomic Environment 1

	
	· session
	2005-06

	2.
	Contact details

	
	Lecturer in Charge
	Dr Lise Tole

	
	· telephone number
	0141 548-4556

	
	· e-mail address
	lise.tole@strath.ac.uk

	
	Administrator
	Joyce Russell

	
	· telephone number
	0141 548 3865

	
	· e-mail address
	j.m.russell@strath.ac.uk

	3.
	Overview

	
	This module builds on the previous semester’s Macro Environment course and focuses on progress and emerging issues since the Rio Summit of 1992.  The main agreements that came out of Rio concerned key environmental issues: climate change and the preservation of global biodiversity were particularly emphasised.  However, it appears that the key issues emerging from the Johannesburg (Rio+10) Summit in September 2002 are much wider, including globalisation, poverty, debt relief, international technical co-operation & finance, and food security.  These broad contextual issues should remind us that the Rio Summit was actually the ‘UN Conference on Environment and Development’.

	4.
	Syllabus

	
	(a) Lectures
These will cover the following topics:

1. Introduction and Background
Introduction to the module and history of and background to international environmental issues and policy leading up to the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, and briefly covering the outcomes of the Rio+5 conference in New York.

2. The International System For Environmental Governance 

The UN System and participation in environmental decision-making, including the international public sector, government delegations, IGOs and NGOs.

3. The International Financial System 

WB, IMF multinationals and introduction to the WTO.  Background to the institutional structure and objectives of international finance and trade organisations, the international private sector, and the relationships between these and  (i) environmental issues and (ii) the UN System.

4.    Globalisation, Trade and the Environment 

Introduction to main players and arguments in the trade and environment debate.  Background on WTO agreements, the WTO environment committee, international meetings and agreements.  Identification of positions that have emerged to make globalisation an environmental issue.

(b)  Tutorials

These will focus on specific issues arising from recent years’ experience and will be chosen on what is topical at the time.

(c)   Reading

Reading lists will be issued at the start of the course. There is no core text for the module. 

The following web sites are useful sources of information:

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) home page. Located at URL: http://www.unep.ch/
Convention on biological diversity home page. Located at URL: http://www.biodiv.org/
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change home page. Located at URL: http://www.unfccc.de/

	5.
	Class Materials

	
	Class Materials

	6.
	Assessment Structure

	
	There are two assessed elements in this module:

A seminar presentation, accounting for 20% of the final mark;

An individual essay to be submitted at the end of the semester, on a topic to be chosen by the student but agreed with the lecturer, accounting for 80% of the final mark.

Module specific assessment criteria

The written assignment should demonstrate an ability to utilise the economic concepts and approaches covered in this module.  In the course of doing this there should be evidence of

· the use of library and web-based resources to research a topic

· presentation of relevant evidence and arguments in a coherent and structured form

· ability to reach a conclusion based on appropriate economic analysis.

	7.
	Learning Outcomes

	
	At the end of the module, students should:

· be familiar with the way in which the international environmental debate developed before and since Rio;

· understand the Rio process, the major conventions which emerged from it, and the international agencies involved in developing and implementing them;

· be able to analyse the issues raised for post-Rio environmental policy in the wider context of the global economic system;

· critically evaluate any progress made in light of the Johannesburg Summit; and,

· assess opportunities and potential for future action plans.

Students should also have, through the tutorial reading assignments, seminar presentation and essay writing, enhanced their transferable skills in:

· analytical thinking

· essay and report writing

· presentations

· structured and unstructured debate

	8.
	Elements of Teaching

	
	This module will be taught using a combination of lectures and tutorials. The tutorials will be used to explore issues in depth through group discussion and individual seminar presentations.

	9.
	Teaching Staff

	
	Dr Lise Tole

	10.
	Additional Information

	
	None

	11.
	Complaints Procedure, Equal Opportunities and Disability Service

	
	Information on the University’s Complaints Procedure, Policy on Equal Opportunities and Provision for Students with Special Needs is available on the Faculty’s Undergraduate Student Handbook and on the University’s web pages: http://www.strath.ac.uk

Students’ with Special Needs should see the Module Administrator, Joyce Russell, as soon as possible.  Students who believe they may need additional support or equipment, but have not spoken to anyone in the University about it yet should also contact the University’s Disability Service, Level 4, Graham Hills Building, tel: 0141 548 3402, web: http://www.mis.strath.ac.uk/SSS/
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